YOUR
FOUNDATION
NEWS

SEPTEMBER
OCTOBER
NOVEMBER

2020

ISSUE 24
Thelma Lysne,
Editor

Greetings
As soon as one Foundation News is finished and out to the Lodges I start the next one. It is June we are starting to
adjust to a “new normal”, but have not been informed about when we can start reassemble and hold meetings or how many
may gather. Some of our smaller Lodges may be able to meet in September but the larger Lodges will have to overcome
many restrictions. Let us hope we can readjust and surmount any obstacles placed in our path.

SONS OF NORWAY FOUNDATION IN CANADA
PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
Yes, we are experiencing a world that was not or could have been imagined a few months ago. It seems all things
involved in our lives are impacted by the virus and the future is unpredictable.
Sons of Norway lodges and affiliate groups at all levels are affected. District and International Conventions and
most meetings were cancelled as were nearly all planned events which would involve any number of people. There were no
traditional Syttende Mai celebrations here or in Norway! Three notable Foundation supported activities that were cancelled
were the Trollhaugen Language, Arts and Culture Camp near Alix, Alberta, the District 7 Heritage Camp near Mission, BC
and the District 4/Zone 4 Sports Weekend this time to be held in Calgary.
Our 2020 Annual General Meeting was scheduled for Saturday, September 19th at Normanna Rest Home in Burnaby,
BC. However, due to the Covid-19 crisis, Normanna is in a lock-down mode and we are therefore going to a Video
Conferencing (or, what is now called a Virtual format) for this meeting. This is something we have not tried before but we
are hoping for good participation as this should reduce time constraints and travel costs for many.
But all is not lost, applications for our Post-Secondary, Apprenticeship, and Thorshaug bursary programs will follow
our regular submission process. Evaluations will be completed before our AGM and results will be reported to the AGM.
While many of these financial support programs are currently on hold, we need to keep in mind that continued and
ongoing fund raising is very important. We have a few “fund pockets” that one can donate to – depending on your particular
support preference. We should also be mindful that October is Foundation Month and all lodges and affiliate groups are
asked to hold Foundation Fund raising events. For information on making donations, please contact your Lodge Foundation
Director, or go the Foundation website www.sonfic.ca/donations, or you can contact a Board Member to obtain information
specific to your preferences. On this website you can also find information on what we do, what we stand for, and how we
operate.
Lastly, please let me state that I believe it is most helpful and necessary to have a Lodge or Group Foundation
Director on your leadership team who can be your direct contact with our Foundation. Our Sons of Norway Foundation in
Canada is a most important Outreach Program for all Sons of Norway Lodges and Affiliate groups in Canada and its
members. Let us keep it that way!
That said, let us hope that some type of normal is out there waiting for us, with the worst being behind us so that we
can all plan for the return to the life process we enjoyed before this Covid virus.
Hilsen,
Tore Pettersen, President

YOUTH ACCOMPLISHMENTS
It is always so rewarding to hear of a very busy
young person who is involved in many activities along
with their studies. I invite you to submit any stories
about outstanding young people in your Lodge.
In Issue 22 I related a story of a young Vahalla
Lodge member, Dylan Viste and his kind actions. This
issue I am focusing on the achievements of a young
lady that give us hope for the future.
Ashlee is the recipient of a Foundation
Bursary in 2019. Below is her Thank-you letter to the
Foundation.
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Ashlee
is
holding a Thank You
sign.
She is standing
in front of a beautiful
cherry blossom tree.
In order to see
Ashlee I had to crop the
tree out of the picture

Dear Sons of Norway Foundation in Canada,
I have just finished my third year in the Accelerated Standing Track Nursing Program at Queen’s University. I have
chosen to study Nursing not only because I want a career where I can help people, but also so that I can make a difference in the
lives of others. Having a job that gives me the power to make someone’s experience, in such a vulnerable state, even just a little
bit better, is an amazing opportunity. Additionally, I enjoy studying Nursing as it furthers my knowledge and understanding of
the human body, a wide variety of disease processes, and how pharmacologic and non-pharmacologic therapies can help heal
those who are ill.
Aside from studying Nursing, I am also actively involved with various clubs and organizations on campus. I have been
a member of Queen’s Dance Club throughout my 3 years at Queen’s. For the past 2 years, I have spent my Friday nights
volunteering with members of the Kingston community who have physical and mental disabilities through an organization called
Friday Friends. This year I joined an inaugural club, Queen’s University Dance Marathon. I held a position in the Fundraising
Subcommittee and worked alongside my colleagues to raise money for the Children’s Miracle Network. All the funds raised
went to support the local children’s hospital in Ottawa, which is a cause that is near and dear to my heart as an aspiring Pediatric
Nurse.
Being in a professional program such as Nursing is associated with many costs including tuition, textbooks, medical
supplies, and certification courses. Your generous contribution to my education is sincerely appreciated and it will go a long way
in helping me achieve my future goals and aspirations.
After working as a Registered Nurse for several years, I hope to go back to school and pursue higher education in
either a Master of Nursing Education or by taking a Pediatric Nurse Practitioner program.
My love and interest for the health care field has only grown since starting to study Nursing in my undergrad and I hope
to further this knowledge throughout my career both as a student and as a Nurse.
Thank you once again for your generous support of my education and journey to becoming a Nurse. Without the help
and support of donors such as yourselves, I would not be able to attend the school of my dreams and pursue a career in Nursing.
Sincerely,

Ashlee Pilon

KEEPING IN TOUCH
Keeping in touch with your fellow Sons of Norway Lodge members is so important whether it is by email or phone.

Many Lodges have a “key” person with all the members email addresses. Contact that “key” person just to say hello
and ask them to send greetings to your fellow Lodge members.
My home Lodge is Eidsvold No. 53 in Victoria, one of the few Lodges who have their own hall. We are unable
to rent Norway House to local organizations but there are still bills to be paid. Member and Foundation Director, Jette
Denluck has been doing Silent Auctions via email and selling items that have been donated. She has also been making
and selling non-medical 100% cotton masks and donating a portion to the Lodge. Jette is continuing to hold her Silent
Auctions and will be donating one half (1/2) of the selling price to the Lodge and one-half (1/2) to the Foundation.
Lodge members reply with a “Hi to all”, or just an acknowledgement.
Eidsvold member Scott Ingbritson has arranged with two (2) Bottle Recycle places to accept collections of
empty bottles.
Although these are Fund Raisers there is also contact with most of the Lodge members giving them a connection
to friend.
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STAMP
SECTION

I did a quick search and found that every Foundation Newsletter
since Issue No. 2 has included a Stamp Section. If stamps were featured in
every issue a bit of history behind the commemorative stamp could be
included. This month will see a bit of Canadian history with “The Group
of Seven.
I reported in Issue 15 that about $6,000.00 had been raised through
Lodge members saving and turning their stamps over to your Foundation
Director. What an easy way for your Lodge to support your Foundation!

Whenever the Group of Seven is mentioned the name Tom Thomson came to mind. It was assumed he was part of
the group. My research found that Thomson planted the idea in the minds of several co-workers at Grip Co. (a graphic design
company in Toronto). Thomson mysteriously dies while canoeing in Algonquin Park before the formation of the group. The
circumstances of his death remain unclear.
There seemed to be a discrepancy in the different websites about the original Seven. My research shows: three of the
Seven, Lawrence Harris, Franklyn Carmichael and Frank Johnson were born in Ontario, another three, Arthur Lismer J.E.H.
Mac Donald and Fredrick Varley were born in England, A. Y. Jackson was born in Quebec. In 1926 Johnson left the group
and A.J. Casson was invited to join. Two other artist were invited to join Edwin Holgate in 1930 and LeMoine Fitzgerald in
1932.

THE NEW TOMORROW?
A “Where are they Now” in Issue 6 December,
2015, January/February 2016 featured an article by
Brenda (Denluck) Weber on her post graduate education
and becoming a Registered Dental Hygienist.
On the left of this article Brenda is posing in her
2016 uniform as a Dental Hygienist and looking very
smart.
On the right is todays uniform. We can only
anticipate this pandemic will pass and a vaccine is found.
Brenda’s 2020 look is very scary and may
frighten both children and the very elderly.
Hopefully we are all doing our best so we do not
have to wear a “Space Suit” like Brenda’s.

OCTOBER – FOUNDATION MONTH
All events have been put on hold this year but your Foundation in Canada is still working in order to continue
giving Bursaries, Cultural Grants and to provide Humanitarian Grants for Lodge members in need..
Your Foundation Director will accept any donations you make. If you do not have a Foundation Director you
may send a donation directly to Foundation Treasurer, Erik Brochmann. You will receive a Tax Receipt for your
donation.
The Recognition Pins pictured below were introduced in 1996 to celebrate the 25th Anniversary of the
Foundation in Canada. Next year 2021 we will be celebrating the 50th Anniversary of the Foundation, so let’s make a
supreme effort to plan a special event to honor this significant occasion.

FOUNDATION
RECOGNITION
PINS
Dollar Level
Pins received

Bronze
$100.00
292

Silver
$500.00
74

Gold
$1,000.00
61

Platinum
$2,000.00
21

Platinum-Plus
$5,000.00
3

BURSARY APPLICATIONS MUST BE SUBMITTED TO
AWARDS DIRECTOR – GLORIA BENAZIC
AUGUST, 31, 2020
FORMS ON FOUNDATION WEBSITE
WWW.SONFIC.CA

FOUNDATION ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 19, 2020 - VIA ZOOM
B.C. TIME 1:00 p.m. – ALBERTA TIME 2:00 p.m.
PRESIDENT
TORE PETTERSEN
president@sonfic.ca

VICE PRESIDENT
KAREN ROSVOLD
vp@sonfic.ca

SECRETARY
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treasurer@sonfic.ca

SONS OF
NORWAY
FOUNDATION
IN
CANADA

AWARDS DIRECTOR
GLORIA BENAZIC
gloria@sonfic.ca

NATIONAL
DIRECTORS
GRAHAM BEGG

EDITOR
THELMA LYSNE

thelmadsen@telus.net

graham@sonfic.ca

BOARD
OF
DIRECTORS

GORDON FLOE
gordon@sonfic.ca

WEB MASTER
BRENDA CARLSTAD

webmaster@sonfic.ca

